LEWIS  II, KING  OF BAVARIA

cessions it desires from us, especially since the Pope has
at present no control over the influence of the Jesuits in
German affairs. The powerlessness of the Pope without
this support has been proved especially in the by-elections
when Catholic votes were given to Socialist candidates
against the will of the Pope, and when Dr. Moufang, at
Mainz, publicly took pledges in that sense. The negotia-
tions here with the Nuncio cannot go beyond the stage of
mutual reconnoitring; they have convinced me that a set-
tlement is not yet possible; but I ought, I think, to avoid
breaking them off altogether, and the Nuncio appears to
have the same desire. At Rome they obviously consider
us more in need of help than we are; they overrate the
support which they, with the best will, have the power to
afford us in parliament. The elections to the Reichstag
have pushed its centre of gravity farther to the right than
was supposed. The preponderance of the Liberals is
lessened, and even in a greater degree than appears in the
figures. At the time of motion for dissolution I was in no
doubt that the electors were more friendly to the govern-
ment than were the deputies, and the consequence has
been that many of the deputies, who, notwithstanding their
opposition attitude, were again elected, only attained that
end by promising to favour the government. If they fail
to keep that promise, and a fresh dissolution follows, the
electors will no longer have faith in them, and they will not
again be elected. The result of this loosening of relations
with the Liberal and Centralising parties will be, in my
respectful opinion, a firmer cohesion of the federated gov-
ernments one with the other. The growth of the Social-
Democrat danger, the yearly increase of the menacing bands
of robbers with whom we share our larger towns as dwelling-
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